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Ministry of Road Transport and Highways

Subject: Monthly Summary for the Cabinet for the month of December, 2022.

1. Award and Construction of National Highways: The Ministry has constructed 5,774 KMs
of National Highways up to December in 2022-23 as compared to 5,835 KMs constructed
up to December in 2021-22. The award figure is 7,263 KMs during this period as compared
to 6,185 KMs during the period in previous year.
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2. Inauguration _of Agartala bypass (Khayerpur - Amtali) NH-08 by Hon'ble PM:
Honble Prime Minister inaugurated the project for widening of Agartala bypass
(Khayerpur - Amtali) NH-08 on 18th December, 2022. This will help ease traffic congestion
in Agartala city. :

3.Inauguration and Foundation Stone Laying of Various Roaid Projects by Union Minister
for Road Transport & Highways, Shri Nitin Gadkari:

() Inauguration of 7 National Highway projects worth Rs 2,444 crore in Madhya
Pradesh: Union Minister for Road Transport & Highways inaugurated 7 National
Highway projects worth Rs 2,444 crore with total length of 204 km in Rewa,
Madhya Pradesh. With the construction of Devtalab-Naigarhi road, the
connectivity of Rewa District with Prayagraj and Varanasi will improve. With the
construction of the Satna-Bela four-lane road, connectivity will become easier
for the coal, cement and diamond industries in the region. Access to famous
tourist places iike Jhansi, Orchha, Khajuraho, Panna, Satna will be easy. With
the widening of 19 km long 2-lane bypass of Rewa to 4-lane, the connectivity of

Prayagraj-Varanasi via Churhat from Satna will be better.



(ii) Inauguration of 6-lane twin tunnel of 2.28 km length in Rewa, Madhya
Pradesh: Union Minister for Road Transport & Highways inaugurated Madhya
Pradesh’s first Rs 1600 crore 6-lane state-of-the-art twin tunnel of 2.28 km length
and 13 km 4-lane bypass in Rewa. This is India's first Aqueduct, which has tunnel
below and Bansagar Canal above and the earlier road above it is also built.

(i) _Inauguration and laying of foundation stone of 8 National Highway projects
worth Rs 1800 crore at Nashik, Maharashtra: Union Minister for Road Transport
& Highways inaugurated and laid foundation stone of 8 National Highway projects
of 226 km length worth Rs 1800 crore at lgatpuri, Nashik, Maharashtra. With
these highway projects, transportation in the District will be accessible and safe,
making it easier for agricultural and handicraft business to reach the local
markets, help in connectivity of the rural areas with the cities more accessible,
as well as new industries. New employment opportunities will be created through
these projects.

(iv) Inauguration of Phase | of New Zuari Bridge in Goa: Union Minister for Road
Transport & Highways inaugurated phase 1 of the New Zuari Bridge in Goa.
Located on the Zuari river at Cortalim village on Margao-Panaji National
Highway, the bridge aims to ease the traffic woes of the State. Under the 1st
Phase, the 4 Lane Right Hand Side Corridor of the 8 Lane Stayed Cable bridge has
been inaugurated. Rs. 2530 Crore project consists of the new bridge and the
approaches from Bambolim to Verna and has a total project length of 13.20 KM.

4. Land Acquisition: A total of 318 Land Acquisition Notifications were issued and Land
Acquisition compensation of approximately Rs. 22,92,01,770/- was processed through
BhoomiRashi-PFMS by Land Acquisition Division of this Ministry.

5.NHIDCL signs MoU with NIT Manipur: National Highways & Infrastructure Development
Corporation Ltd (NHIDCL), a CPSE under this Ministry is seeking and promoting innovative
technologies to find pragmatic solutions to the challenges posed in the construction of
highways facing extreme climatic conditions. In that process, NHIDCL has signed
Memorandum of Understanding with NIT Manipur in December, 2022.

6. Specific_exemptions for Armoured Vehicles: This Ministry vide G.S.R. 863(E) dated
1" December, 2022 has notified to insert a new rule 125L in CMVR (Central Motor
Vehicles Rules), 1989 whereby it has mandated specific exemptions for Armoured
Vehicles from the notified provisions under the CMVR, 1989, which shall be in accordance
with AlS-194:2022, as amended from time to time, till such time the corresponding BIS
specifications are specified under the Bureau of Indian Standards Act, 2016(11 of 2016).

7. Sale and purchase of registered vehicles: This Ministry has issued a notification G.S.R
901(E) on 22 December 2022 to promote ease of doing business and transparency in the
sale and purchase of registered vehicles through dealers. MoRTH has now amended
Chapter Il of CMVR, 1989 to build a comprehensive regulatory ecosystem for the pre-




owned car market. These rules will aid in recognizing and empowering intermediaries /
dealers of registered vehicles as well as provide adequate safeguards against fraudulent
activities to the selling or purchasing of such vehicles.

8. Bharat (BH) series registration mark: This Ministry has issued a notification G.S.R 879(E)
on 14th December, 2022 to notify amendments in the rules governing Bharat (BH) series
registration mark in an endeavor to further improve as well as widen the scope of BH
series implementation, with the following key features:

i Transfer of ownership of the vehicles with BH series registration mark to other
persons, who are eligible or ineligible for BH series, has been facilitated.

ii. Vehicles currently having regular registration mark can also be converted to BH
series registration mark subject to payment of requisite tax.

ii. Amendment in Rule 48 has been proposed to provide flexibility to submit
application for BH series either at the place of residence or place of work.

iv. The Working Certificate to be submitted by private sector employees has been
further strengthened to prevent misuse.

V. In addition to their official identity card, Government employees can now obtain
BH series registration mark on the basis of their Service Certificate also.

9. Hydrogen as an IC Engine Fuel in BS IV vehicles: This Ministry vide GSR  885(E) dated
16th December, 2022 has notified use of Hydrogen as an IC Engine Fuel in BS IV vehicles
with Gross Vehicle Weight greater than 3.5 tonnes.

Earlier, GSR 889(E) dated 16th Sept 2016 was notified to introduce Hydrogen as a
Fuel for fuel cell vehicles with Gross Vehicle Weight less than or equal to 3.5 tonnes. This
notification facilitates conversion of BS IV ICE vehicles with GVW of greater than 3.5
tonnes to run on Hydrogen is being proposed.

10.Conformity of production for components related to Traction Battery for Electric
Power train Vehicles: This Ministry vide G.5.R. 888(E) dated 19th December 2022 has
amended sub rule 4 of Rule 124 of CMVR, 1989 whereby the procedure for type approval
and establishing conformity of production for components related to Traction Battery for
Electric Power train Vehicles has been prescribed.

11.The 8th India-Japan Joint Working Group Meeting: The 8th India-Japan JWG meeting in
the Roads and Road Transport Sector was held on 19th December, 2022 in New Delhi in
pursuance of the Framework of Cooperation (FoC) between the Ministry of Road Transport
and Highways, India and the Ministry of Land, Infrastructure, Transport and Tourism,
Japan. The two sides noted with satisfaction the progress made in cooperation in road




sector under FoC and highlighted progress made in roads and transport technologies and
potential for cooperation between the two countries.

12. Ministry of Road Transport & Highways - Annual Report ‘Road accidents in India-
2021’: This Ministry has published the Annual Report ‘Road accidents in India — 20217,
based on the data/information received from Police Departments of States/Union
Territories collected on calendar year basis in standardized formats as provided by the
United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (UNESCAP) under
the Asia Pacific Road Accident Data (APRAD) base project. As per the Report, there were
4,12,432 unfortunate incidences of road accidents during 2021 which claimed 1, 53,972
lives and caused injuries to 3, 84,448 persons. The data and analysis on road accidents
contained in this volume will help create awareness, formulate suitable policy, take
effective measures and also assist in informed decision making in the area of road safety.

13. Standing Finance Committee (SFC) Meetings: In the month of December, 2022 twenty-
four projects of length 637.56 KMs and total capital cost of Rs. 18026.17 crore were
appraised by SFC and recommended for approval.
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